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TheMorality of Disasters: Timeand Spacein thelived experience of a disastrous event
Ayesha Ahmad

University College London, United Kingdc

Disasters impact on the world around us. A los®wf surroundings is detrimental. Edmt
Husserl, the founder of phenomenology, talked abautinte-subjectivity. According to Hussel
inter-subjetive experience plays a fundamental role in thasttution of our selves ¢
objectively existing subjects, other experiencingpjscts, and the objective sp«temporal
world. Intersubjectivity refers to a condition or that ‘mee-place’ somewherebetween
subjectivity and objectivity, which describes a pbmenon that is both personally experien
and collectively experienced. Our surroundings bezour familiarity and define our situatic
namely what Husserl called our ‘I-world’. During a digster, our familiarity is rearrange
causing and creating a disruption of our w-view and the meaning we place onto objects tc
a sense of the world around u

Humanitarian intervention, by virtue of its natuimposes a normative foundaticupon an
existing framework in another country’s society andture/s. A disaster is often framed a
trauma, and thus equated with pathology; the payebidefinition of trauma being Judi
Herman’s description as an ‘event outside normatdiu experince’. There is a p-scription of
suffering.

In this paper, | draw on the lived experience disaster and how this impacts on descriptior
trauma in practicing medicine in disaster zonewilll specifically highlight the referential ¢
‘space’ and lte ways we formulate normative descriptions abatfesng. Psychiatrist, Dere
Summerfield, states in criticism to the diagnosistPTraumatic Stress Disorder, a citizen is
weak or as strong as his/her society assumes tbdm”t The morality of «disaster, then, is
crucial to the lived experience of the affectedvidiial/s. | conclude by developing further 1
notion of ‘space’ as a response to disaster tre

Methodological Potential of Personalization of Deontological Moral Theory and Disaster
Ethics

Viera Bilasovéa -Alexandra Smatanov
Institute of Ethics and Bioethics, University of Bgov, Slovaki

Renewal of deontological tradition of moral obligatrequires, especially in conditions afflict
by catastrophe and disaster, broemethodological perspective which could enable ddogy
to cross its own limits. The demand on pluralistssearch aproaches places challengi
requirements on formation of hybrid moral theory, characterized a proactive approach.
Personalistic approach tohaman being, based on principles of integrity, oesybility and
solidarity and aiming at wellbeing o person, can be an inspirational source for formatt
such a proactive approach.
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Victims of disasters. how to under stand and approach their suffering?
IgnaasDevisch

Bioethics Institute, GhentJniversity,Belgium

Victims of disaster suffer, not only at the very mrent of the disaster, but also years after
disaster has taken place, they are still in an iemalt journey. While many nral perspectives
focus on the moment of the disaster itself, a fotvork is to be done years after the disas
How do people go through their suffering and how wa take care of them

Research on human suffering after a major catas#ropsing arethics of care perspective,
scarce. (Roxberg et al, 2001, Raholm, 2008) Pesydfering from disasters are often callec
be in distress and their emotional difficulties tiwalised’. (Crocq, 2002) This brings them of
into a situation of long termse of medication, and one can wonder if medicasoof help tc
them in the long run.

In our paper, we will explore another moral persipe¢ focusing on the importance of t
victims’ narrative and their lived experiences. Wil use Paul Ricoeur’s henomenological
reflections from ‘Suffering is not the same as péRicoeur, 1994) for conceptualizing hum
suffering and how to apply it to victims of disastRicoeur suggests that suffering is nc
quantity that can be measured, but a characc that should be studied qualitatively
interpersonal and narrative contexts. Above ad, fierspective of care and listening could ¢
an opportunity to reconcile people from their lassl suffering (Roxberg et al, 20C

Natural Evil, Human Evil, and M oral Responsibility for Outcomes of Natural Disasters
Vilius Dranseika

Department of Logic and History of Philosophy, Vilms University, Estoni.

There is a long tradition in philosophy and theglég draw distinctionbetween human evil &
naturalevil. Human evil is understood as sufferingresgltirom human activities, while natui
evil occurs without humaninvolvement. Historicalgpme of the most frequently discus:
examples ofnatural evil were natural disastersh s1.5c1755 Lisbon earthcke. Currentthinking
has it, however, that the distinction, as appleddtural disasters, isdeeply problematic. Nat
disasters are complex events that are triggeredaapled by a set of both natural and mann
causes and initialconditions. This pr discusses several reasons why it is difficulestablist
firm causaland conceptual links between human itietv (either actions or omissions)a
outcomes of natural disasters. First, human asvitonstitute only apart of causal proc
leading tothe outcomes. Second, relevant humanactivities1ate collective actions in whic
contribution of a particularindividual is very srg.g. contribution to global warming). Thir
whereprobability of occurrence of a natural disastesufficiently lcw, post hocarguments to t
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effect that particular human agents had positiviggationsto take preventive steps in orde
mitigate the outcomes of the disastercannot bdyepsiduced. Fourth, the unpredictable :
catastrophic natureof natural dis#s makes it extremely difficult for an agent
foreseepotential outcomes of her activities. Theepa&laims that any moral thethat attempts
to analyg the element of human moral responsibility in redtlisasters will have to take the
four reasons into account.

Moral act sub specietemporis
Wendy Drozenova

Institute of PhilosophyAcademy of Sciences of Czech Repul Czech Republi

The essay deals with the problem of moral act iaticn to the dimension of time. E
eliminating the timedimension, the Kantian ethics offer quite -sided perspective; the
provide no substantial characteristics of human rasulting from its immersion in timi
irreversibility; causality; asymmetry between past future related to the gained knowlec
From the side of moral philosophy, the correspondimepries to these characteristics are:
principle of responsibility; the principle of compeences (consequentialism); and virtue et
with its focus on wisdom (or prudence, more speaily). The ssay considers the differen
between the linear homogenous time which is mebkurand the experienced time with
perplexities and crises, which are the crucial mushdor decisive act. From the side of
society, “ethics fotechnological civiliztion” (H. Jonas) needs an increased focus on

dimension, because of the enorm— and often quite unintendedmpacts of the technologic
systems: foreseeing enabled by science includesssieg risks and balancing probabilities
relation to thevalues (while the values in question are estabtishéduman Rights document

Disaster Issuesin Non-Utilitarian Consequentialism (Ethics of Social Consequences)

Vasil Gluchman

Institute of Ethics and Bioethics, University of Bgov, Slovaki

Ethicsof social consequenc as a form of satisficing noutilitarian consequentialism is one
the approaches to disaster is. The primary values in ethics of social consequerare
humanity, human dignity and moral rights, which dexeloped and realized in correlation v
positive social consequences, expressing the coaséglist value orientation of this theory. T
above fundamental values are followed by other egluwlich developed in connection

positive social consequences. Secondary valuethicseof social consequences include just
responsibility, moral duty and tolerance. Theirrahd purpose within this structure is given
their ability to contributed reaching and realizing moral good. Fair treatmgithin moral
issues stems from applying primary as well as sgmgnvalues
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These are not values that can be filled with anusiee content in ordinary circumstanc

However, in extraordinary circunances (disasters), it is not necessary to consale

requirements resulting from the whole value stmectof ethics of social consequences.

extraordinary circumstances, values are prioritised realized. Therefore, primary values

realized priorto secondary ones. Regarding primary values, thBzation of positive socie

consequences, or, at least, minimising negativéalsoonsequences, takes priority over of

primary values. Especially in disaster bioethicgl(iding medical ethics ancealth care ethics),
it can often be necessary to search for a way tonmse negative social consequences; t

actions with prevailing positive social consequanaee preferre

Beautiful theories and ugly compromises?On the ethics of decision-making in disaster
settings.

PéterKakuk

Faculty of Public Health, University of Debrecen, ushgary

According to some scholars, the emergence of hicgeth the 1970’s saved the life of ethics,
a segment of moral philosophy, as academic ethes bvought bac to our everyday soci:
sphere. Although the success of bioethics fuelleenawed interest in ethical theories, but |
fresh and challenging context of everyday confliddemmas, and issues that were usu
originate from health care or hospitalvironments. Contrary to this applied focus of mudl
today’s ethical theorizing one would scarcely fiacsimilar academic interest in the role
concept of compromise in the ethics of deci-making in health care. Compromise is usu
regarded as @aluable concept in business, in politics, in ldwt not in morality. We ar
successors of a philosophical tradition that seegpcomise in moral issues as wrong, as it fo
a danger to our moral life, as it is simply a bgaiteof principles and mor theories, and as to
practice compromise is to demolish our moral intggr With reference to the work Mart
Benjamin - who confronted this tradition, and introduced a ifpas concept of mors
compromise into ethics my paper focuses on the concep integrity preserving compromise
and its potential role in ethical decis-making in disaster settings. | summarize the m
elements of the dominant view of compromise in athand assess its relation to eth
theorizing (theories, codes, principl. After explicating the concept of integrity preseg
compromise | try to assess the potential rolesghitrhave in situations where nothing is nori

Ethics of social consequences and decision making during the disasters

Jan Kalajtzidis

Institute of Ethics and Bioethics, University of PreSov, Slova

Neither in theory nor in the practice exists onedel@f decision making. It is very difficult 1
identify this or those models, which would be maseful during the, and after the disa:
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happens. Dring the time surrounding the disaster (as adatiffiand complex situation), speci
moral dilemmas arise. Each of the theories (of sleci making) tend to be associated wit
different assumptions about human nature, quafitthe decisions made d about manner in
which they are made. Different assumptions mighhdordifferent tools and subsequen
different consequences. The paper will introduaedthical decision making model in gene
and will suggest two ways of how the decisions tinics might be made. With help of t
contemporary ethical theor ethics of social consequences which is used asatelitgical
base, the article will discuss the difference (@odsibly even rightness) of making decisi
based on intuition and reason. er will try to suggest answer for questions suchadmsch type
of ethical decision making is better in a specHituations such as disasters are? Is t
necessity to exercise different decision making e®dfrom ethical point of view) during t
disasters, than during different time:

Why helping the victims of disasters makes me a better person? Towards an
anthropological theory of humanitarian action.

Eleni Kalokairinou

Department of Philosophy and Education, Aristotleniversity of Thessalonik Greece

The standard way in which we have so far attemfembpe with disaster situations is by vir
of a kind of a cosbenefit analysis which usually enables us to sehupechanical way ¢
calculating in advance how to provide humanitarieetp aid support to people affected
disaster in a particular context. So what matt@esprding to this theory, is the situation and
the hundreds of thousands of people who have bieémized by the disaster. The c-benefit
kind of moral theories, lig Utilitarianism, tend to see the victims of digastas mere numbers
be treated, disregarding the essential differemdesh may exist among them (e.g. babies, ¢
or handicapped people).

However, there may be an entirely different wayde&lingwith disasters which focuses up
the victims rather than the situations of the desas This is a further elaboration of the duty
have to help the others when they are in needjrsidrom everyday life situations and movi
progressively to situains of disasters. A duty which prescribes the ageielp the victims o
life, regardless of the situation they are in, pleg an internalized way of looking at disast
since the help provider sees in the face of eachnviherself, if their situtions have been
reversed. Moreover, this kind of moral theory atsmtributes to the character developmen
the help providers, be they ordinary people or mitagan aiders. For, in providing help a
support to those in need, knowing that she ma in their place one day, the agent does no
indifferently, nor with an intention to take advageé of them, but instead she acts out of a <
of duty she has to promote the happiness of otlkespecially of those in need. And in doing
she at thesame time cultivates her will to acquire graduttlg virtuous disposition according
which the respect for the law becomes the only veatf her action
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Virtue EthicsApplied to Disaster 1ssues
Katarina Komenska

Institute of Ethics and BioethicsUniversity of PreSov, Slovakia

The distinctive characteristic of disaster (biojethis based in specifics and challenges
disasters and their differences from everyday sdna. This creates the necessity to ethic
evaluate actions resulted frorthe disaster (and podisaster) situations from differe
perspective.

Traditional ethical frameworks are challenged &y thre often too rigorous for being appliec
such issues. In this paper, the author will focnsooe of the traditional ethicalameworks and
its possible application to the issues of disasteasely virtue ethics. Inspired by the Rosa
Hursthouse's studépplying Virtue Ethics, the author will argue that virtues ethics hasrgjths
which deontological and consequential theories naissthey are too deeply concern w
principles, rules, and duties. Virtue ethics, oa dither hand, is capable to overcome this prol
as it focuses rather on thetuous action of the moral agent than on the ethical asjuation
and following theright principle or duty. In issues like disasters, wheastmof the ethics
principles fail to work and succeed, might be ttharacteristic of virte ethics important tool fc
ethical evaluation of actions resulted from disaststext

In the context of gepolitical and econoiic decisions and actions, which are often made ou
of any ethical frameworks, are these virtuous aftandividual mord agents even more
significant and successful in ethical approach isaster situations (civil wars, emigratic
floods). This will be showed on the example of wa in Ukraine and the approach of Slove
(as one of its neighbourhood country) to etlly answer this case.

Ideal and Nonideal Moral Theory for Disaster Bioethics

Dénal O’Mathuna

School of Nursing and Human Science Dublin City University,Ireland

Moral theory has generallpéused on resolving ethical dilemmas by identifyatigically sund
options. Whether the focus is on consequencesegjyprinciples or virtues, ethical cases
often approached in ways that assume morally ssohdions can be found and followed. Si
‘ideal morality’ assumes that moral goodness isagvpossibl. Moral theory is seen as
method of helping people act ethically, leavingttheonfident that they have done the right th
Moral dilemmas, in this approach, either do notlyeaxist or show that further analysis
needed to identify ideal ethiceolutions.
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When such an approach is brought into disastangsttits inadequacy becomes apparent. C
no good solution is available, and instead disastsponders must choose between

alternatives. This paper will examine recent wanknenidee moral theory as a useful model-
disaster bioethics. This approach views moral dife® as situations of unavoidable mc
wrongdoing. Instead of aiming for ideal solutiommnideal morality accepts that in so
situations, no choice is ideal; all cons have a bad side. The aim then becomes idergitihie
least worst option. In such situations, feelingsagfret or guilt will often be the norm. This pa
will explore the benefits of using nonideal moraéary for moral dilemmas in disasters. 1
practical implications of such approaches will belexed, including how disaster respond
will need to prepare to wrestle with such tragicigiens and their nonideal dimensic

Charlie Hebdo and the lesser evil theory
Lukas Svaia

Institute of Ethicsand Bioethics, University of PreSov, Slova

The article focuses on the theoretical reflectib@a particular incident the attack on editors
the french satirical magazine Charlie He. It will try to provide some basic conclusionsngs
the theory of lesser evil as one possible theakliackground for the reflection of terrorism,
causes, consequences as well as the fight agaimiei freedom of speech and press will alsi
discussed, with an emphasis on its limits and ptesséstrictions. The basic argument the le:
evil theory of the tradeff (provided by Michael Ignatieff) between valuafssecurity and right
will be provided with its application on the pattiar phcnomenon of Charlie Hebdo attacks. 1
analysis of conflict between the basic democrateedom of speech/press and the valu
tolerance is of crucial importance and can serve background for more practical solutic
when dealing with the issues edeemable violence or its terroristic counterpéne analysis o
Charlie Hebdo phenomenon can serve ibasis for further discussions dealing w
contemporary issues of terroris
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